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CHAPTEE III

Continuation of German Popefik

HILDEBBAND haying concluded his hasty treaty with
Berengar, but not leading with him, as he had threa-
tened, the captive heretic, travelled with the utmost
speed to Rome. Pope Leo, it is said, had bequeathed
the administration of the see, during the vacancy, to
the Cardinal-subdeacon; but tumults were threatened,
or actually broke out: the party of Benedict, the old
Eoman party, was not extinct. According to one
account, it made a bold attempt to regain its power.
Hildebrand was too wise as yet to aspire to the unsafe
dignity. The Pope must be a wealthy prelate, for the
larger part of the papal domains were still in the hands
of the baronial plunderers. An Italian pope of the
most awful piety, of the most determined energy, would
only have wielded spiritual weapons, to which those
lawless men had been too long habituated, not to laugh
them to scorn. The Pope must command the imperial
protection, without which Eome might at any time
become the prey of the Normans. That terrible race
had again resumed their hostile.aspect; their ally, the
Count of Beate, had not scrupled to seize and imprison,
on their return from Constantinople, the future Cardinal
Frederick of Lorraine and the other legates of Pope
Leo. The Pope would have become the slave, he had
not yet learned the wiser policy of being the patron and
ally, of these barbarians. After some months it wag